MEETING MINUTES

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

December 3, 2007

MULTI SERVCE CENTER, ROOM 227

Members Present:
Jean Connaughton, Chair

Sandra Besse

Earl Dalrymple

Meg Kistin 

Members Absent:
Rudy Santos

Also Present:
Marilyn Whalley, CEDA Director

Tim Nelson

Ticia Weare

Anthony Scarsciotti

Catherine Phinney

Barbara Bailey

Malcolm Phinney

Debbie Bell

Louise Daley

Jane Donahue 

Jean Connaughton called to order the Meeting at 6:05 p.m. 

I195 Visitors Center –

The first item of business was Bruce Hutchins’ overview of the I195 Visitor’s Center.  While the Center has not had an overall increase in new visitors, there has been an increase in the number of residents and repeat clientele. 

An overview of the past year’s income and expenditures was given.  In addition, he suggested the possibility of printing and distributing a booklet on Wareham, which would include advertisers and area events.  M.  Whalley suggested looking into accessing monies being taken in from the Hospitality Tax as these monies are earmarked for this very thing; for visitors and the solicitation of visitors.  B. Hutchins went on to identify the various organizations and businesses he would be approaching to advertise in the booklet. 

The Group thought the idea was a sound one and with the $9,000.00 funding from the state, M. Whalley said that this would be an ideal time to do the project, as the risk would be minimum.  She said that a vote would not be necessary and that she and B. Hutchins would work on the project.

Needs of the Community -

The main focus of the meeting was to discuss strategies as required by the State Department of Housing and Community Development.  The state requires that town’s look at their community development’s need on an annual basis, separate from the grant application.  This year they have made it a requirement that a public discussion be held at least two months prior to the submittal of the application.  

Outreach -

Based on the areas sizeable need for social services, particularly, but not limited to senior citizens, it was suggested that a fulltime position be created within the town that could connect people with the various services and resources available.  

Transportation –

The need for transportation is an ongoing issue in Wareham.  A pilot program is being instituted which would provide out-of-town transportation of people to work in New Bedford, as well as to homeless shelters, to DTA services and to dialysis.  The three agencies that will be able to call for these services are the Career Center, The Council on Aging and Turning Point.  

As we monitor the need and necessity of transportation and have determined the extent of the need, we will lobby for additional transportation funding in the future M. Whalley stated.  The state is asking that over half of our social service programs either meet a quality called “self-sufficiency” or provide an economic benefit to the beneficiary.  The state considers job training, education, and transportation to jobs or to childcare as those criteria that meet that self-sufficiency clause.  

Youth-at-Risk –

There is a large risk in Wareham of kids dropping out of school, keeping kids safe and productive after school activities.  It was suggested that a program be instituted that provides stipends for kids to work.  

It was pointed out that there is a gap in the services at the YMCA in that there is a lack of supervision.  It was suggested that a position be created to hire a Youth Commissioner that run programs for the youth of the town with the emphasis on the middle school age children.  

Domestic Violence –

Cigarette Smoking & Obesity –

Career Center –

Downtown Centers – 

Housing Needs -
Motion was made to adjourn.  Motion accepted and seconded.  

Next Meeting date:  Monday,                        at 6:30 p.m.

Meeting adjourned.  

Minutes approved on _________________________________________________

Submitted by _______________________________________________________

